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Aontblg  fftftE  Gents  a  ©ear 


The  fall  term  will  open  Thursday, 
September  J  7,  Every  member  must  be 
back  ON  TIME!  A         «*  * 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  school  Is  drawing  to  a 
close,  and  examinations  and  other  matters  are  ab- 
sorbing the  time  and  attention  of  teachers  and  stud- 
ents we  have  limited  the  contents  of  the  June  Lens 
to  the  bare  essentials*  We  intend,  however,  to 
make  amends  in  the  next  number,  which  will  ap- 
pear about  October  U 
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Another  long  school  year  is  drawing  slowly  to  a 
close*  In  a  few  days  the  worn  and  much-used 
books  will  be  laid  away  on  the  shelves,  and  the 
hum  of  study  and  recitation  will  cease,  for  a  timet 
in  the  class-rooms*  The  rooms  and  halls  that  for 
so  many  months  have  echoed  to  the  sound  of  merry 
laughter  and  noisy  clatter  of  student  voices  and  re- 
sounded with  the  bustle  and  activity  of  daily  school 
life,  will  soon  be  silent  and  deserted;  for  every  pu- 
pil will  have  gone  on  his  long*  joyous*  summer  vac- 
ation* 

In  the  whole  vocabulary  of  the  schoolboy  there 
is  not*  perhaps*  a  pleasanter  sounding  word  than 
vacation*  What  joyo  us  memories  it  recalls*  and 
what  great  expectations  and  glorious  hopes  it  en- 
genders of  bright  summer  days  to  come*  when  he 
can  once  more  go  to  the  home  from  which  he  is  sep- 
arated for  so  many  months  of  the  year*  and  be  with 
father  and  mother*  brothers  and  sisters*  and  numer- 
ous friends  who  are  interested  in  his  welfare* 

The  year's  work  may  have  been  full  of  toil 
and  rather  disappointing  in  its  results;  but  the  long 
restful  vacation  will  be  all  the  pleasanter  for  the 
difficulties  and  the  discouragements  and  disappoint- 
ments will  be  all  forgotten  in  the  pleasure  of  home* 

Several  of  our  fellow  students  are  leaving  the 
congenial  surroundings  of  school  life  and  going  out 
into  the  world  to  fight  *J*        «*    shoulder  to  shoul- 
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der  with  their  fellow  men.  They  are  well  equip- 
ped for  the  struggle,  too,  we  feel  sure;  with  a  good 
education,  a  trade  and  a  strong,  healthy  body,  each 
should  be  able  to  look  the  world  in  the  face  with 
out  flinching.  Our  best  wishes  go  with  them  as 
they  leave  us,  and  we  trust  that  Dame  Fortune 
will  smile  on  them  in  their  upward  struggle  for 
success* 

&  * 

VENICE  AND  THE  FALL  OF  THE 

CAMPANILE. 

Tuesday  evening,  May  26,  Prof.  Arlo  Bates  de- 
livered a  lecture  in  our  hall,  on  ''Venice  and  the 
Tall  of  the  Campanile/'  Prof.  Bates  was  present 
when  the  great  tower  fell,  and  his  description  of 
the  city,  the  tower  and  its  surroundings,  the  people 
and  certain  events  that  happened  while  he  was 
there,  were  of  great  interest  to  us* 

Prof.  Bates  arrived  in  Venice  July  9,  on  an 
evening  train,  and  at  once  took  a  gondola.  As  they 
girded  swiftly  over  the  water  in  the  darkness,  he 
was  startled  by  hearing  someone  singfng:  "O  Arlo 
Bates,  O  Arlo  Bates,  In  Venice  you  will  need  no 
skates!"  It  proved  to  be  Francis  Wilson,  the  great 
actor,  who  knew  of  Prof.  Bates's  arrival,  and  so 
played  this  joke  upon  him.    Prof.  Bates  proceeded 
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on  his  way,  and  was  soon  at  the  hotel*  In  the 
morning  he  arose  and  made  his  way  to  the  Piazza* 

The  Piazza  is  a  public  square  in  the  centre  of 
the  city*  At  one  corner  stands  the  beautiful  cathe- 
dral of  San  Marco*  and  at  a  distance  of  90  feet  was 
the  great  Campanile*  a  lofty  structure  326  feet  high 
surmounted  by  a  golden  angel  IS  feet  high* 

The  tower  was  first  built  in  the  nineth  century* 
and  was  rebuilt  in  1388*  It  contains  a  room 
known  as  the  Loggietta*  used  as  a  lounging  place 
for  soldiers*  The  tower  contained  five  bells*  made 
some  three  hundred  years  ago*  and  dearly  loved 
by  the  Venetians. 

In  1899  a  report  was  circulated  that  the  tower 
was  likely  to  fall*  A  long  crack  in  the  side  could 
be  seen*  and  this  so  alarmed  people  that  the  govern- 
ment had  to  appoint  a  committee  of  investigation 
and  have  some  repairs  made*  From  that  time  on 
the  people  had  a  certain  dread  of  the  the  tower* 
When  their  dread  changed  to  excitement  the  gov- 
ernment always  told  them  there  was  no  danger* 

Sunday  morning*  July  13*  Prof*  Bates  was  sail- 
ing about  Venice  in  a  gondola*  and  a  band  was 
playing  in  the  Piazza*  Suddenly  from  that  direc- 
tion came  the  cry:  "The  king  isdead!"  This  puz- 
zled Prof*  Bates  and  he  had  his  gondola  turned  in 
the  direction  of  the  Piazza*  As  the  king  of  Eng- 
England  was  ill  at  that  time*  many  thought  he  had 
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died,  while  many  Venetians  thought  their  king  had 
been  assassinated*  The  true  cause  of  the  cry  was 
as  follows:  The  band  that  had  been  playing  in  the 
Piazza  had  been  ordered  to  cease  playing,  as  the 
authorities  thought  that  the  jar  might  injure  the 
Campanile*  Those  prseent  when  the  band  ceased 
playing*  thinking  it  could  be  for  no  reason  but  the 
death  of  King  Edward,  spread  a  report  to  that  ef- 
fect. 

Meanwhile  the  condition  of  the  tower  had  be- 
come very  serious*  The  crack  had  widened  so 
much  that,standing  within,  one  could  see  through 
to  the  outside*  The  people  knew  it  must  fall  soon, 
and  they  knew  that  when  it  fell  it  would  strike  the 
corner  of  San  Marco* 

Monday  came,  and  the  anxiety  grew;  still  the 
people  loitered  about  the  spot  the  tower  must  fall 
upon*  At  9*45  the  great  Campanile  fell,  or  rather 
spread  apart,  sank  and  crumbled,  with  a  loud  re- 
port and  a  great  cloud  of  dust*  There  was  a  re- 
port that  600  people  had  been  buried  in  the  ruins, 
and  a  panic  followed*  It  was  predicted  that  the 
entire  city  would  fall,  and  many  natives  rushed 
from  the  City,  taking  all  their  belongings  with 
them* 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  no  one  was  hurt, 
and  the  city  was  in  no  further  danger*  San  Mar- 
co was  not  even  grazed* 


The  foundations  were  uninjured,  and  the  tower 
is  to  be  rebuilt*  The  corner  stone  was  laid  two 
months  ago.  T.  Dart  Walker,  asked  how  long  it 
would  take  to  rebuild  the  Campanile,  said*  "If  it 
were  in  Chicago,  two  years;  New  York,  three  and 
Boston,  four;  but  in  Venice,  fifteen!0 

Edward  Bradley* 

SCHOOL  ITEMS. 

Misses  McMaster  and  Knowlton  set  sail  for  Eu- 
rope on  the  Vancouver,  Saturday,  June  6,  for  a 
summer  vacation  in  Italy,  Switzerland,  France  and 
England,  with  a  few  days  in  Germany.  A  party 
of  teachers  and  other  friends  attended  the  ladies  to 
the  wharf  to  wish  them  "bon  voyage."  As  the 
boat  was  leaving  the  dock  the  steward  presented 
the  travelers  with  a  box  of  fruit  and  flowers,  from 
their  friends  and  relatives. 

A  party  of  teachers  and  pupils  from  the  school 
enjoyed  a  sail  down  the  harbor  Tuesday  afternoon, 
June  9,  on  the  city  steamer,  J.  Putnam  Bradlee. 
The  affair  was  under  the  auspices  of  the  Howe 
Memorial  dub,  the  whole  school  was  invited,  and 
a  special  car  conveyed  70  people  to  the  wharf. 
An  impromptu  band  accompanied,  the  party,  and 
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as  the  boat  swung  away  from  the  wharf  the  strains 
of  "Our  Director"  were  wafted  over  the  water* 
On  the  way  down  the  bay  we  stopped  at  Deer  Is- 
land, Long  Island,  and  Rainsford  Island  where  the 
Reform  School  boys  gathered  on  the  shore  and  the 
band  gave  them  a  little  concert  while  the  steamer 
was  waiting.  The  boys  on  shore  expressed  their 
appreciation  in  three  rousing  cheers  as  the  boat  was 
leaving*  Refreshments  were  passed  around  at  in- 
tervals during  the  afternoon,  adding  much  to  the 
enjoyment*  if  we  may  judge  by  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  fruit  and  peanuts  disappeared*  Return- 
ing, we  reached  Boston  at  5.30,  and  the  special  car 
took  us  back  to  the  Institution*  somewhat  tired  and 
disheveled,  perhaps,  but  well  pleased  with  the  after- 
noon's experiences* 

CLUB  NOTES 


The  Howe  Memorial  Gub  gave  a  fine  concert 
in  John  Winthrop  Hall.  May  22*  The  hall  was 
well  filled  and  a  goodly  addition  was  made  to  the 
club  fund* 

J* 

Thursday  evening*  June  \\  the  C  M*  A*  gave 
a  literary  and  musical  entertainment  in  the  hall*  to 
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wh?ch  all  the  pupils  and  officers  of  the  school  were 
invited.  The  program  comprised;  "The  Rival 
Politicians,"  a  humorous  dialogue;  "The  Thief  of 
Time/' a  one  act  farce;  recitations  and  musical 
numbers.  The  entertainment  was  a  decided  suc- 
cess, and  special  credit  is  due  the  dub  that  it  was 
carried  out  entirely  by  the  club,  with  no  outside  as- 
sistance. 

#  & 

ANNIVERSARY  EXEROSES 

4 

It  is  customary  in  this  school  to  have  graduation 
exercises  on  the  first  Tuesday  ol  June,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  this  custum,  exercises  were  held  in 
Boston  Theatre  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  June  2, 
before  a  large  and  enthusiastic  audience. 

In  the  absence  of  General  Appleton,  Mr.  Anag- 
nos  presided.  In  his  opening  address  Mr.  Anagnos 
said  that  about  60  percent  of  the  blind  in  Massachu- 
setts are  self-supporting,  and  that  there  is  no  reason 
why  all  should  not  be  so. 

Rabbi  Charles  Fleischer  made  an  eloquent  plea 
for  the  Kindergarten,  in  which  he  pointed  out  the 
necessity  of  training  the  blind  from  infancy. 

Owing  to  the  extension  of  the  course  there  was 
no  graduating  class  this  year,  but  we  hope  that  an- 
other year  will  bring  forth  a  large  class,  a  living 
example  of  the  ideal  for  which  we  are  working. 

The  pupils  acquitted  themselves  well  and  called 
forth  much  applause,  and  the  exercises  were  high- 
ly praised  by  the  press.  The  full  program  appear- 
ed in  the  May  Lens. 

8        (See  page  ill.) 


ROLL  OF  HONOR, 

MAY,  1903. 

John  Wetherill,  94,  Everett  Davison, 
93,  Francis  Diamond,  Bernard  Hickey, 
Richard  Barnard,  92,  Alfred  Heroux, 
Harry  Rand,  Frank  Ierardi,  Wnu  Rob- 
inson and  Charles  Stamp,  91*  Henry  Van 
Vliet,  90* 

George  Lucier,  Robert  Muldoon,  Edward  Ray, 
Francis  Rochford,  89,  Kirkor  Hagopian,  Lyman 
K,  Harvey,  88,  Joseph  Bartlett,  Edward  Ryan, 
Fred  Viggers,  87,  Stephen  Cassassa,  86,  Edward 
Cummings,  Henry  Dewhurst,  Edwin  Stuart,  85. 

Deportment,  100  percent:       &         %*  & 

Charles  Amadon,  J*  j*  Fred  Carney, 
Wm.  Qenon,  Barnard  Levin,  Patrick  O'Neill, 
Frank  Rochford,  &  «*  Fred  Walsh, 
Charles  Black,  Lyman  K.  Harvey,  Edward  Ryan, 
Edward  Bradley,  Robert  Thompson,  Frank  Drew, 
Edwin  Stuart,  Herman  Aberg,  George  Clark,  Jas. 
Cunningham,  Alfred  Heroux,  George  Lucier, 
Wesley  Lord,  Wm.  Robinson,  Edward  Kay,  Ola! 
Lund,  Frank  Ransom,  Henry  Van  Vliet,  Harry 
Muldoon,  Charles  Sticher,  Wm.  Walsh,  Frank  Ier- 
ardi, Robert  Muldoon,  Charles  Stamp,  Albert  But- 
ters, Gilbert  De  Roche,  Stephen  Cassassa,  Oscar 
Fyrberg,  Alfred  Stover,  Wm.  Vaughn,  Fred  Vig- 
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